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Anita Guelfi is a labor economist, with a long-standing work experience in both national and
international research institutions. She is currently working for the Poverty Global Practice of the
World Bank Group and collaborating with the “Understanding Children’s Work” (UCW) initiative. She
is also co-founder and global coordinator of the recently established Italian Centre for International
Development (ICID), a think-tank created within CEIS-Tor Vergata to promote a better understanding
of current and prospective global development challenges through an inter-disciplinary approach.

She holds a Ph.D in History and Theory of Economic Development from the University LUISS “Guido
Carli” in Rome and post-graduate diploma in Economics from the Institute for Advanced Studies in
Vienna.

Her research interests mainly focus on labor markets, migration, gender and social protection issues.

Furio Camillo Rosati is a Professor of Public Finance at the University of Tor Vergata, Rome in the
Faculty of Economics. He received a B.A. in Economics from the University of Rome, Faculty of Law
(1976), a Master of Science in Economics (1979) and a Philosophy Doctor in Economics, both from the
London School of Economics and Political Science (1984).

In addition to his position at the University of Tor Vergata, Professor Rosati is currently the Project
Manager for "Understanding Children's Work" (UCW) an inter-agency research initiative on child
labor involving the International Labor Organization, UNICEF and the World Bank. UCW was
established in 2000 and is aimed at improving information and research capacity in the area of child
labor and youth employment. He is also Director of Research of the Italian Centre for International
Development (ICID) at CEIS-Tor Vergata.



His research interests include public economics, household economics and development economics,
and he has published in leading international journals.

Sara Savastano, PhD, is Assistant Professor of Economics at the University of Rome Tor Vergata -
Department of Economics and Finance. She is Board member of CEIS-Tor Vergata and Secretary
General of ICABR, the International Consortium of Applied Bioeconomy Research. After working at the
Development Research Group of the World Bank, from 2001 to 2005, Sara served as Economist in the
[talian Ministry of Economy and Finance.

Her research covers several topics in development economics and rural development and agriculture,
and in particular agriculture efficiency and productivity analysis.

Sara consults for FAO, the World Bank, IFPRI, UNIDO, and several private and public national
institutions such as: Enam, Ambrosetti s.r.l,, Sichelgaita, Alpetunnel GEIE,; [talian Ministry of Labor,
[talian Ministry of Development, and Mediocredito Centrale. She is coordinator and member of
international projects targeted on agriculture and policies issues in developing countries in
collaboration with important international organizations.

Course description:

To understand why countries, regions and individuals lags behind others in terms of material
well-being and to design effective policies to close such gaps, is the objective of development
economics.

Development economics is a very broad subject, ranging to design incentive compatible
emergency interventions to save lives in flood affected areas, to changing the structure of
agricultural production, to reform education systems, to design effective trade policies.
Practically every area in economics has a counterpart in development economics.

A 6 credit course cannot cover all the areas, and the course therefore will focus on the
microeconomics aspect of the discipline: studying the factors and constraints influencing
individual-level, household-level, or farm-level decision-making in developing countries. In
particular the course will focus on human capital accumulation, labor market and migration,
and physical capital accumulation. The area of focus will reflect, as far as possible, the actual
research interest of the lecturer of DEF, so to promote participation in research projects and
field activities.

The course will also provide the basics of Impact Evaluation techniques, if not previously
covered.

This course is designed for students with graduate level training in microeconomics and
econometrics and an interest in international development.



Objectives

This course on Development Economics has the following objectives:

- To provide an in depth survey of the research frontiers in various areas of
microeconomics of development. Students from other fields are welcome and prior
background will be taken into consideration in evaluating students’ course papers.

- To acquaintance students with the relevant parts of the literature, to explain the
mechanics of key theories and methods, to encourage students to think critically about
what the existing literature tells us about microeconomic behavior in developing
countries or of vulnerable groups in high income countries, and to help train them on
how to undertake original research as well as to offer constructive criticism of others’
research.

Contents

Development economics is a six credits course, with six hours of lecture per week including a
series of seminars by representatives of international organizations involved in development
economic research and in policy design and implementation.

The course, following an introduction, is divided into three parts covering the following
topics:

- Introduction: development economics
- Human Capital

- Labor markets and migration

- Physical Capital

The introduction will critically discuss what developments economics is, give a bird eye
overview of the field.

The determinants of the investment in education and health will be subject of the first part of
the course. Good health and the ability of understand the world we live in are objective in
themselves, but health and education are also key factors in determining economic growth
and in improving individual welfare.

We will then discuss the characteristics of the labor market(s), the role and challenges of
migration in development and growth, the meaning and implications of labor standards. The
role of self-employment and of the informal sector will bring us into the third part of the
course concerned with production and physical capital in the agricultural sector.

The third part will concern physical capital: agriculture productivity, agrarian contracts and
factor markets. Since the majority of poor households live in rural areas, agricultural
productivity is central determinant of income for most of the world’ poor. How do the land
distribution, property rights and access to technology matter for agricultural productivity?

Course Outline
From November 7, 2016 to December 16, 2016




Monday and Wednesday from 2pm - 4pm
Tuesday: from 4pm to 6pm
Building B - Third Floor Room S11

Examinations:

To be determined

Course Format, Requirements and Grading

The course is structured around 3 themes and will include lectures, case studies, applied
group work, seminars, and classroom discussion.

Students can choose between two types of exams.

Type 1: A written examination of 1.5 hours with 4 questions. Essays’ answers should not be
longer than half a page for each question. Students are expected to synthesize the key
concepts of each theme and show familiarity with the relevant literature. The exam will test
the understanding of concepts taught in the lectures and review sections, and the ability to
apply these insights to policy situations. Exam material will be taken from both the lectures
and the reference sections.

Type 2: A short essay of 15 pages maximum (including graphs, tables, and references) for
students attending lectures and choosing to be examined immediately after the end of the
course, on the first available exam date. The essay’s grade will count for 30% of the final
evaluation. A list of topic will be given during the course. Students should apply their
knowledge and understanding of economic concepts, combined with the specific elements to
the topic chosen from a given list. Students will be given guidance on the economic
background to the topic, and help to identify the main issues, problems and possible research
areas. Students will then be expected to do most of reading, research and applied work on
their own, but the work will be supported by the opportunity to discuss progress, report
findings and ask questions.
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