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EXCERPT FROM THE TREATY ON THE FUNCTIONING OF THE E.U.

CHAPTER 2
LEGAL ACTS OF THE UNION, ADOPTION PROCEDURES AND OTHER PROVISIONS

SECTION 1
THE LEGAL ACTS OF THE UNION

Article 288
(ex Article 249 TEC)

To exercise the Union’s competences, the institutions shall adopt regulations, directives, decisions,
recommendations and opinions.

A regulation shall have general application. It shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in
all Member States.
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A directive shall be binding, as to the result to be achieved, upon each Member State to which it is
addressed, but shall leave to the national authorities the choice of form and methods.

A decision shall be binding in its entirety. A decision which specifies those to whom it is addressed
shall be binding only on them.

Recommendations and opinions shall have no binding force.

Article 289

1.  The ordinary legislative procedure shall consist in the joint adoption by the European
Parliament and the Council of a regulation, directive or decision on a proposal from the Commission.
This procedure is defined in Article 294.

2. In the specific cases provided for by the Treaties, the adoption of a regulation, directive or
decision by the European Parliament with the participation of the Council, or by the latter with the
participation of the European Parliament, shall constitute a special legislative procedure.

3. Legal acts adopted by legislative procedure shall constitute legislative acts.

4. In the specific cases provided for by the Treaties, legislative acts may be adopted on the
initiative of a group of Member States or of the European Parliament, on a recommendation from
the European Central Bank or at the request of the Court of Justice or the European
Investment Bank.

Article 290

1. A legislative act may delegate to the Commission the power to adopt non-legislative acts of
general application to supplement or amend certain non-essential elements of the legislative act.

The objectives, content, scope and duration of the delegation of power shall be explicitly defined in
the legislative acts. The essential elements of an area shall be reserved for the legislative act and
accordingly shall not be the subject of a delegation of power.

2. Legislative acts shall explicitly lay down the conditions to which the delegation is subject; these
conditions may be as follows:

(a) the European Parliament or the Council may decide to revoke the delegation;

(b) the delegated act may enter into force only if no objection has been expressed by the European
Parliament or the Council within a period set by the legislative act.

For the purposes of (a) and (b), the European Parliament shall act by a majority of its component
members, and the Council by a qualified majority.

3. The adjective ‘delegated’ shall be inserted in the title of delegated acts.
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