Where is the ecosystems' smartness ?

Since slight more than a decade to "get smarter" started to be considered trendy and relevant, and the adjective "smart" started to be used to identify a multidimensional quality of complex ecosystems having in mind its mapping on a quantitative index and the possibility to compare ecosystems of the same categories (e.g. cities) with the aim to produce rankings.
To "measure and compare", however, one needs first of all to develop a model and be able to give a definition of what the "smartness" is.
Taking the cities, as example of complex ecosystems, we will examine the models - bottom-up ones - that have been and are still currently used, to identify their level of smartness and produce city rankings. By discussing the main critical aspects of such models we'll make also emerge the need for a more people centered and bottom-up model of city's smartness characterized by the ASLERD pyramid of well-being.
Along the same line of reasoning we'll examine critically the university and schools rankings to: 
· make emerge the relationship existing between universities and territories
· [bookmark: _GoBack]show how a bottom-up participatory evaluation can be used as starting point of co-design processes.
