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The great turn of SSA
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In 2014 in SSA the number of people without access to power has 
decreased for the first time in modern African history

People without access to power in SSA (Source: IEA, 
2017)
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Africa, today/1
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More than half of the population of SSA lack access to power

People without access to power in SSA (Source: IEA, 
2014, UN, 2018)



Africa, today/2
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Africa, tomorrow
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Inside the great turn of SSA/1
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People without access to power in SSA (Source: IEA, 
2019)
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Inside the great turn of SSA/2
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People without access to power in SSA (Source: IEA, 
2019)
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Levelised Cost of Energy (unsubsidized, 2019) 
(Source: Lazard, 2019)

The role of renewables/1
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LCOE for wind and solar energy 2000-2019 (Source: 

Lazard, 2019)

The role of renewables/2
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Main conventional gas discoveries in the past ten 
years (Source: author elaboration on Eni and IHS data, 2018)

The rise of gas
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New connections required for universal energy 
access in SSA (by connection type)
(Source: IEA, 2018)
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The other revolution
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Mobiles and fintech are key for delivering energy access in SSA

Mobile penetration in SSA. Source: Bilotta and 
Colantoni (2018)
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Finance for Africa’s energy
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The number of investments to reach universal access to energy in SSA is 
high, but decreasing

Estimates for financial needs to electrify SSA
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The case of clean cooking
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Proportion of population with primary access to clean 
cooking facilities in 2018 (Source: IEA, 2020)



Energy to prevent migrations
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Energy poverty is one of the key causes for the lack of 
development of most African countries, and it is thus a 
significant push factor

(Fonte: EEA, 2016) 



The energy trilemma
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Balancing the three elements of the enrgy trilemma is fundamental for 
the development and prosperity of countries



Thank you!
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