Applied English Module One Non-attending Assignment 2025/26


Non-attending students will be expected to read the course material (available on DIDA).  Then they should 1) do most of the exercises that we did in the classes (listed below) and submit a paper answering the twelve questions (see the Attending Students Assignment).  Plus, non-attending students should 2) read the book Presence by P. Rodenburg (also available on DIDA) do the exercises in the book and write a book review.
The final mark will comprise 70% for the formal written paper reflecting on the exercises that we did in class or that you did on your own, and 30% for the book report paper. 
Your paper, at some point, should include a longer entry about how the ‘Johari Window Theory’, relates to you and to these classes and exercises.  And, it should end with a long, clear summary reflection about what you have experienced and learned through these classes and exercises. Be personal, specific and reflective, not too general. Use examples of yourself and others in the classes.  And, when you send it, please include, somewhere, a lovely, clear photograph of yourself.  Ideally, you should send both papers to me combined in one PDF.
In short your paper should tell me the story of your experience of the Applied English course and our classes together, or of the themes that it covered.
1)
If you missed some of, or all of, the classes…
… you should, first of all, make up for them by doing the class exercises we did by doing presentations with family, friends or class collegues:
Wear something to share a story about.
Teach a bit of your native language , or another language you know very well, to people who do not know it.
Describe something in your native language , or another language you know very well, to people who do not know it or do charades/mimare so that they can guess what you are describing.
Tell a story illustrated by one picture from your phone.
Tell a story with your eyes closed to a small group (their eyes should be open) and then do the opposite – the group should close their eyes and you tell another story with your eyes open.
Tell an action story with some ‘assistants’ illustrating your story by doing charades/mimare.
Do an interactive demonstration to teach something.
Tell someone a personal story of your own and then listen to them tell your story to others, and the opposite, you listen to their story first and then you tell their story to others.
Do a presentation on something that inspires you or perform a magic trick.

Then you could also include more about the following:
Reflect on the use of the ‘Elements in a Presentation’ diagramme and how it can assist to improve your presentations.
Reflect on the points in the 'Safe and Experimental Self' list that we looked and is in the course material.
Reflect on the use of storytelling as a TED Talk technique and explore how various speakers use it.
Find a TED talk that inspires you – why is the speaker good?  Analyse their techniques.
We talked in class about about 'fear' of public speaking.  What are your thoughts on this?
We looked at the writing triangle.  How useful does this seem to be for you?
We looked at the 'key points pentagram'.  How is it a useful method?
Write a reflection on ‘You and self-esteem/assertiveness’.
You should read about and consider the Johari Window model…How does it apply to you in different circumstances? (Meeting new people or being at a party, being in new circumstances, being on a work experience, being abroad and travelling, or with family and close friends, speaking in front of people, etc…).
2)
You should read and use the book Presence by P. Rodenburg to understand and try out her ideas and theories.  Use the book and write out your thoughts, particulary in Part One on pages 25 – 26, pages 41 – 43, Chapters 7, 8 & 9 and page 115 and the chapters relevant to you in Part Two.
Then you should write a review of book, in about 1000 words, looking at the strengths and weaknesses of the book… from your point of view (do not just describe the content to me, as I know this already, it is an analysis of the content that I am looking for).

And, also, in another 1000 words, offer examples of application of the main principles in the book, giving concrete examples from your personal and professional life, to illustrate how you have, can and will use the ideas in this book.

So, in total your book review will be about 2,000 words.


Please combine these papers into one PDF and send it to me by 19th of January for the first call or the 9th of February for the second call.

