[bookmark: _GoBack] Intro to Comparative Politics: Week 3 – Nations, Nationalism, Ethnic Conflict


I) Tuesday: Concepts and Theory - Nations and Nationalism 


A) Study Questions for Tuesday…

-- What came first – the nation or nationalism?**  

**This question is a long-running debate in Comparative Politics over the origins of nations – are today’s modern nations the result of deep historical ethnic differences or the result of more recent modern forces (such as industrialization, mass literacy, the state)?

-- What came first – the state or the nation?**

**In this question, there may be more than one correct answer, depending which of today’s nation-states you are talking about. Choose one contemporary nation-state (perhaps your own) and discuss an answer.  


B) Readings 

-- Ernest Renan, ‘What is a Nation?’
http://www.oneworlduv.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/what_is_nation_essay_er.pdf
 
-- ‘What is a Nation?’ (read pts 1.1, 1.2)
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/nationalism/

-- ‘The Nation’ (pp.38-47)
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327127280_The_nation

-- Bob Jessop, ‘Nation and State’
file:///Users/easterg/Downloads/F-2011dKrossa-NationalState-academia.pdf


C) Video Links:

-- Nation as ‘Imagined Community’…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbJ85UMTn_4

-- National Identity and Nationalism…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uwv9XjTZh2c



II) Thursday: Case Studies -  Civic and Ethnic Nations; Consociational Democracy; Supra-national Identity

A) Study Questions for Thursday…

-- Are the concepts of ‘civic’ and ‘ethnic’ nationalism a useful analytical device? Which concept applies best to your home country?  

-- A ‘consociational’ institutional design was successful for building democracy in divided societies such as Switzerland and Belgium. Do you think ‘consociationalism’ can work in today’s divided societies (eg., Bosnia, Lebanon, Iraq, or another country that you know).  

-- Yugoslavia, the Soviet Union, Great Britain are examples of multi-national states that tried to cultivate a ‘supra-national’ identity – with varying levels of success. Do you think that “European’ could ever become a more dominant supra-national identity than German, Italian, French (and others) national identity?      



B) Readings:

-- ‘Challenging Civic-Ethnic and East-West Dichotomies in the Study of Nationalism’
http://www.columbia.edu/itc/journalism/stille/Politics%20Fall%202007/readings%20weeks%206-7/Civic%20and%20Ethnic%20Nations%20and%20Nationalism.pdf

-- ‘The Nation’ – British Supra-national Identity (pp. 48-56)
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327127280_The_nation


C) Video Links:

 -- Ethnic Nationalism defined…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0jlWhjTVV8

-- Civic Nationalism defined…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I251L_JxYmQ

-- Consociationalism defined…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6VMI8h5s7XM







III) Friday: Contemporary Challenges – Ethnic Conflict; Ethnic Cleansing

A) Study Questions:

-- In your opinion, why was the break-up of Czechoslovkia so peaceful and the break-up of Yugoslavia so violent? 


-- ‘Genocide’ is a politically charged issue in today’s politics in Turkey, Ukraine, former Yugoslavia, United States, Canada and more. Genocide as a legal concept is narrower than as an academic concept. How would you define ‘genocide’? – you may also make reference to a particular case as being applicable, or not applicable.  


B) Readings:
-- ‘Existing Theories of Ethnic Conflict’
https://www.academia.edu/23758468/ANALYSING_THE_EXISTING_THEORIES_OF_ETHNIC_CONFLICT
-- ‘Ethnic Cleansing’
https://www.history.com/topics/holocaust/ethnic-cleansing


C) Video Links:

-- Break-up of Czechoslovakia...
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SacyJudedjE


-- Break-up of Yugoslavia War...
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oiSgAiM0d8A&t=34s


-- Ethnic Cleansing/Genocide...
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzsgDOYy1y8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJZHiFBIbzs

