
UNESCO Constitution

Article II 

Membership 

1. Membership of the United Nations Organization shall carry with it the right to membership of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 

2. Subject to the conditions of the Agreement between this Organization and the United Nations Organization, approved 
pursuant to Article X of this Constitution, states not members of the United Nations Organization may be admitted to 
membership of the Organization, upon recommendation of the Executive Board, by a two-thirds majority vote of 
the General Conference. 

3. Territories or groups of territories which are not responsible for the conduct of their international relations may be admitted 
as Associate Members by the General Conference by a two-thirds majority of Members present and voting, upon application 
made on behalf of such territory or group of territories by the Member or other authority having responsibility for their 
international relations. The nature and extent of the rights and obligations of Associate Members shall be determined by the 
General Conference. 
(…)

27.09.2011 - UNESCOPRESS

UNESCO Executive Board recommends Palestinian 
membership
The Executive Board of UNESCO voted today on a recommendation to admit Palestine to the 
Organization. From the 58 member-states on the Board, the recommendation was passed by a vote of 40 
in favor to four against, with 14 abstentions. Palestine's request for membership will now be considered at
the next session of the General Conference (October 26-November 10) where a two-thirds majority vote is 
required for membership to be granted. Decisions for admission are taken by the General Conference and 
the Executive Board which are UNESCO's governing bodies.

---------- 

31.10.2011 - UNESCOPRESS

General Conference admits Palestine as UNESCO 
Member
UNESCO’s General Conference today voted to admit Palestine as a Member of the Organization.

For its membership to take effect, Palestine must sign and ratify UNESCO’s Constitution which is open for 
signature in the archives of the Government of the United Kingdom in London. 

Palestine’s entry will bring the number of UNESCO’s Members to 195. 

The vote was carried by 107 votes in favour of admission and 14 votes against, with 52 abstentions. 

Admission to UNESCO for states that are not members of the United Nations requires a recommendation by the 
Organization’s Executive Board and a two thirds majority vote in favour by the General Conference of Member 
States present and voting (abstentions are not considered as votes). 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0012/001255/125590e.pdf#page=21
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