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I. Overview
The course intends to make students familiar with the basic concepts of law though a comprehensive introduction to the Italian legal system, the European one and the global environment. The structure of legal systems, as well as the fundamentals of public law, will be analyzed. The course will offer a wide picture on fundamental rights regulation and protection, administrative law and procedures, legal regulation of economics and public finance. 


II. Course content and structure

Issues of method in legal studies
Legal Systems: Civil Law and Common Law
Federalism and regionalism
Origins and features of the Nation-State
The Constitutional State: sources of law
Patterns of constitutional review of the legislation
Domestic and International Public Law
Legal orders relationships: a) the European Union legal system; b) the European Convention of Human Rights; c) the Global arena; d) transnational patterns
Forms of government – separation of powers
Parliaments
Governments
Administrations: a) rule of law; b) administrative proceedings ; c) remedies
Fundamental rights and freedoms 


III. Course schedule and timetable

First part

1. Issues of method in legal studies
September 14th 2026 (9-11).
Corbeau vs. Regie des Postes

2. Legal Systems: Civil Law and Common Law
September 15th 2026 (9-11).
Reading (Civil Law-Common Law)

3. Origins and features of the Nation State
September 17th 2026 (9-11).
pp.1-18

4. Federalism and regionalism
September 21st 2026 (9-11).
Readings: US S.Ct., NFIB v. Sebelius (2012); Federalism/Regionalism Excerpt
Textbook References: pp. 44-60; 87-89; 162-172 
(For those who have the II edition: 38-47; 176-178)

5. The Constitutional State: sources of law
September 22nd 2026 (9-11)
Readings: Notes for students on antinomies

6. Patterns of constitutional review of the legislation
September 23rd 2026 (9-11).
Readings: US S.Ct., Marbury v. Madison (1803)
Textbook references: pp. 60-63; 136-140
(49-52; 104-107)

7. Domestic and International Public Law
September 28th 2026 (9-11).
(UK-Supreme Court, Miller-Brexit) 
Reading 1; Reading 2 (Introduction to public International Law, 1 & 2)
Textbook reference: pp. 253-267

8. Legal orders relationships: a) the European Union legal system
September 29th 2026 (9-11)
Readings: ECJ, Van Gend en Loos (1963); Costa v. Enel (1964)
Textbook references: pp. 272-297

9. Legal orders relationships: b) the European Convention of Human Rights
September 30th 2026 (9-11) 
Readings: ECHR, Lautsii case (2011).
Textbook references: pp. 267-272

10. Legal orders relationships: c) International Constitutionalism 
October 5th 2026 (9-11).
Readings: ECJ, Kadi case (2005); Centros Case 
Textbook references: see 8 and 9

11. Forms of government 
October 6th 2026 (9-11).
Textbook references: pp. 44-58; 84-87; 102(box only);132-136; 140-145; 172-190; 192-251

12. Parliaments
October 7th 2026 (9-11). 
pp. 153-156

13. Governments
October 12th  2026 (9-11). 
pp. 156-157

14. Public Administration: a) rule of law
October 13th  2026 (9-11).
Readings: Les Verts case
Textbook references: pp. 104-113
84-89

15. Public Administration: b) administrative proceedings c) remedies
October 14th  2026 (9-11).
Readings: Fratelli Costanzo; Oleificio Borelli

16. Rights and freedoms
October 19th  2026 (9-11).
Readings: Italian Constitution

17. Rights and freedoms 
October 20st  2026 (9-11).
Readings: ECHR, Lautsii case (2011).

18. Rights and freedoms
October 21st 2026 (9-11).
Readings: ECJ, Omega case (2004).


All classes will take place in Block A room P-2 (1st floor) 

N.B.: additional seminars and Q&A sessions will be arranged on the topic of foundations of comparative law. Students will be promptly informed.

October 26th , 9.00 a.m. Written exam – Lectures 1-10


IV. Compulsory readings:

1. Textbook: Andrea Buratti, Western Constitutionalism, 3rd edition, Giappichelli-Springer, 2025, ISBN 9791221101683  Chapters 1, 5, 6, 7, 8
2. Materials and readings uploaded in the course's website 

Students not attending classes may choose one of the following options:

1. Andrea Buratti, Western Constitutionalism, 3rd edition, Giappichelli-Springer, 2025, ISBN 9791221101683 + Materials and readings uploaded in the course's website
2. The Cambridge Companion to Comparative Constitutional Law, edited by Roger Masterman and Robert Schutze, Cambridge University Press 2019
3. K. Newton, J.W. Van Deth, Foundations of Comparative politics, Cambridge University Press, 2021


V. Other readings

Other readings (not compulsory) may be suggested during classes


VI. Assessment Methods for Students Learning	
The exam will consist of two parts: a preliminary written part, in the form of a multiple-choice test, and an oral part; students will be admitted to the oral part (to be held immediately after the written test) if they reach the pass level of 18 out of 30 correct answers. The written test will be submitted via the on line Forms platform: students are required to have a device capable of logging in with their personal Tor Vergata Office 365 account (more details will be provided during the course)

Class participation will be also taken into consideration.

N.B. Only for the 26th October exam:
	
The 26th October exam will be structured as follows: the written test will cover only topics included in classes from 1 to 10; students who pass this written test will subsequently take the oral exam on the remaining subject matter of the course.
Students who regularly attended classes can choose between the following options:
1) sit immediately after the written test for the oral part, which will deal with the remaining subject matter of the course;
2) postpone the oral exam to a future call within the same academic year.

Students not attending classes can only take the full exam (written and oral) on the whole program.





Students are warmly invited to subscribe to the course’s newsletter, which allows for fast and reliable dissemination of important/urgent info about the course.


