Intro to Comparative Politics: Week 5 – Authoritarianism


I) Tuesday: Concepts and Theory – Dictators, Old and New

A) Study Questions:

-- How are ‘traditional’ dictatorships different from ‘modern’ dictatorships? 

-- Do authoritarian regimes need a ‘Strong Man’ to succeed? Are cults of personality a political fabrication from above or a human need from below?      



B) Readings: 

-- “Theories of Dictatorships: Sub-types and Explanations”…
https://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:731017/FULLTEXT01.pdf

-- Chebiub, Gandhi, Vreeland, “Democracy and Dictatorship Revisited” (pt. 4, pp. 79-90)
https://www3.nd.edu/~ggoertz/sgameth/cheibub_etal2010.pdf



C) Video Links: (samples of personality cults)

-- Mussolini in Italy…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVB0Kcz8j_I

-- Kim Dynasty in North Korea…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jUMvS5i6ONk

-- Does Democracy Need a Cult of Personality?...
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f9SnCRTo--c

-- “Cult of Personality”…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xxgRUyzgs0

-- Are some dictators better than others?...
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZ_i6wTa7yw&t=64s






II) Wednesday/Thursday: Case Studies 

A) Study Questions:

-- The Political Science concept of ‘Totalitarianism’ insisted that Hitler’s Fascism and Stalin’s Communism should be categorized as the same regime-type. Do you agree?  

[bookmark: _GoBack]-- How does ideology shape a regime in practice? Discuss a particular form of authoritarianism.  


B) Readings: 

-- A. Todd, “Dictatorships: Ideologies and Totalitarianisms”
https://assets.cambridge.org/97805217/76059/excerpt/9780521776059_excerpt.pdf

 -- “Totalitarianism, Authoritarianism, and Fascism”…
https://www.thoughtco.com/totalitarianism-authoritarianism-fascism-4147699

-- R. Wintrobe, “How to Understand and Deal with Dictatorship”…
http://rochelleterman.com/ComparativeExam/sites/default/files/Bibliography%20and%20Summaries/Wintrope%202002.pdf


C) Video clips:

-- Radical Socialism and Class-based Authoritarianism…

Stalin and the Great Breakthrough in Soviet Russia…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQwrUSJp0ms

Mao and the Great Leap Forward in Communist China…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkR-uIXXcHo


-- Ultra-Nationalism and Race-based Authoritarianism (more South Africa)…

Apartheid Architect and Prime Minister Verwoerd explains…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vPCln9czoys
  
Old news reel – beginnings of the international community reaction…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-18LA8PwTY

Post-Apartheid students discuss the apartheid regime and legacy…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGbZwGQ4YNs


-- Radical Islam and Religion-based Authoritarianism…

Iranian Islamic Republic…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EXnYi_kOoE4

Islamic State in Syria…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOaBNbdUbcA





III) Friday: Contemporary Challenges 

A) Study Questions:

-- What factors best explain the ‘Persistence of Authoritarianism’ in what was supposed to be the ‘New Age of Democracy’?  

-- The 21st century has witnessed the rise of a new form of authoritarianism called ‘Electoral Authoritarianism’, which combines elements of both dictatorship and democracy. Do you believe that this hybrid regime-type is sustainable?   


B) Readings:

S. Levitsky and L. Way, “Elections Without Democracy: Competitive Authoritarianism”…
https://scholar.harvard.edu/levitsky/files/SL_elections.pdf


B. Geddes, “Why Dictators Hold Elections?”…
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11186-018-9328-4


C) Video clips:

-- Elections are the ‘Achilles Heel’ of ‘Competitive Authoritarianism’…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtP-UU9sVRo



