
 
 

 

 
Course Description 
Disasters are striking faster, harder, and in more complex ways than ever before. Countries around the 
world are facing slow-onset disasters such as long droughts, loss of livelihoods and means of sustainment, 
while other parts of the world are ridden with conflict and sudden shocks like typhoons, tsunamis, etc. 
This workshop seeks to help you understand the operating environment of disaster response, who and 
what are the typical responders, what are the challenges in these situations and what can be done to 
overcome them by being better prepared. The workshop will be founded on four pillars listen below.  

1) Understanding the trends and the triggers;  
2) Mapping the actors in disaster response; 
3) Recurring challenges;  
4) What can we do better?  

 
By the end of this workshop, students will be able to: understand the major themes, trends and triggers 
of modern-day emergencies; have a solid overview of the key players and their roles involved in disaster 
response; examine the manner in which specific factors exacerbate coordination and challenge the 
disaster response and develop an understanding of what emergency preparedness is and how it can help 
mitigate some of the effects.  
 
Teaching Method  

Each pillar will have a mix of discussions, exercises and – depending on the engagement- a simulation. 
We will use real-live events and case studies throughout the workshop. The workshop will require active 
participation in the discussions (and punctuality!).  

Schedule of Topics 
 

Topic 1  Understanding the trends and the triggers of disaster response 

Topic 2 Mapping the actors in disaster response 

Topic 3 What are the recurring challenges in emergencies? 

Topic 4 What can we do better?  
 
Textbook and Materials 
 
The course will require five to ten readings (articles, media, etc) before the workshop. You will receive them the week before 
the course. 
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