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Course Description 

The course explores the dynamic landscape of social entrepreneurship in Africa, highlighting how young 
innovators across the continent are addressing local challenges through sustainable, scalable, and socially 
impactful initiatives. It also examines how these innovators are driving change while building bridges of 
collaboration between Africa and Italy. 

Designed for university students interested in development, innovation, business, and international 
cooperation, the course combines theoretical frameworks, case studies, and hands-on project work. 

Through engaging discussions, group activities, and guest talks by African social entrepreneurs and 
diaspora leaders, participants will gain a deeper understanding of: 

● Ecosystems challenges related to financing and infrastructure, and stability 
● The intersection of ICT, AI, youth capacities, and social impact entrepreneurship 
● Opportunities for cross-continental collaboration, co-design, and joint innovation. 

 
Learning Outcomes  

● To acquire a general perspective on Africa’s socio-economic structures, demographic shifts, and 
development trajectories. 

● To analyze how social entrepreneurs address local challenges using sustainable and impactful 
solutions. 

● To understand the role of technology, partnerships, and community in shaping African 
innovation. 

● To recognize major challenges in financing, infrastructure, and policy affecting social enterprises. 
 
Teaching Method  
Students will participate in interactive lectures complemented by class debates and active discussion of 
the topics covered. Learning will be further enhanced through short interactive quizzes, Q&A sessions, 
practical exercises, and group activities, as well as guest talks by African entrepreneurs, innovators, and 
diaspora leaders. 
  



Schedule of Topics 

Topic 1 Understanding Africa’s socio-economic transformations and youth-led innovation. 

Topic 2 
Building opportunities for innovation and youth employment: The case study of InViis 
Lab 

Topic 3 
Innovation for Development: Driving Socio-Economic Development through ICT and 
Artificial Intelligence 

Topic 4 Cooperation in a power-driven world: The value of AU-EU partnership 
 
Textbook and Materials 
 

1. Eduin Matta Castillo, Lucie Beaurain, “Not just capital: the role of the ecosystem in African 
entrepreneurship”, Not An Easy Enterprise, 2025: Un'impresa non facile - Fondazione Aurora pp 
51-60 

2. Seferiba Aesene Hema, InViis Lab: Inviis Lab: building opportunities for innovation and youth 
employment, Not An Easy Enterprise, 2025: Un'impresa non facile - Fondazione Aurora pp 181-
190 

3. Vincenzo Lorusso, “From ideas to impact: entrepreneurship at the core of the AU-EU Innovation 
Agenda”, Not An Easy Enterprise, 2025: Un'impresa non facile - Fondazione Aurora pp 93-108 

4. Foresight Africa 2025-2030  

5. Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want: Popular version 

6. Africa's Development Dynamics 2024: Skills, Jobs and Productivity   Africa's Development 
Dynamics 2024 (EN) 

7. The AU-EU Innovation Agenda,  ec_rtd_au-eu-innovation-agenda-final-version.pdf 

8. Hope for Liberia’s youth as country pioneers African Development Bank-financed Youth 
Entrepreneurship Investment Bank | African Development Bank Group 

9. Charles Kenny and Justin Sandefur, Update on Lives Lost from USAID Cuts, 2025: 
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/update-lives-lost-usaid-cuts 

10. Bongs Lainjo, The implications of Artificial Intelligence on international development 
management, 2024: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Bongs-
Lainjo/publication/378772289_The_implications_of_Artificial_Intelligence_on_international_de
velopment_management/links/65e930d8e7670d36ab023032/The-implications-of-Artificial-
Intelligence-on-international-development-management.pdf 
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