
Name of course: Education and development 

Course instructor: Gabriele Cappelli, University of Siena 

Course description: While human capital is widely recognised as an important determinant 
of economic growth and a central dimension of human development, some developing 
countries have missed the target set by the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) of universal 
primary education. Therefore, their path to achieving inclusive and equitable quality education 
for all as set by the new Sustainable Development Goals 2030 seems rather steep. Recent 
research has shown that more emphasis needs to be placed on the quality of education rather 
than on inputs into schooling, and has stressed the important role played by school 
management in the rise of efficient education systems. This course offers a theoretical, 
empirical and analytical framework that will serve to identify obstacles to the expansion of 
quality education in advanced and developing countries, as well as possible solutions to 
improve the effectiveness of education policy. The course will also explore some case studies 
drawn from developing countries and current policy measures implemented to foster high-
quality schooling.  

Duration: 14 hours (2 ECTS) | Exam: written 

Recommended readings. NB: all readings available for download by following this link. 

Class 1 –  

Hanushek E. A. and L. Woessmann (2020), “Education, Knowledge Capital, and Economic 
Growth” in Steve Bradley and Colin Green (eds.), Economics of Education, 2nd Edition, pp. 
171 – 182, London, Academic Press. 

Roser, M. (2018), “Measuring education: What data is available?”, Our World in Data 
(https://ourworldindata.org/), pp. 1 – 29. 

Class 2 –  

Sabates R., Akyeampong K., Westbrook J., and F. Hunt (2010), “School dropout: patterns, 
causes changes and policies,” Background paper prepared for the Education for All Global 
Monitoring Report 2011, UNESCO, 2011/ED/EFA/MRT/PI/08, pp. 1 – 24. 

De Witte K., Cabus S., Thyssen G., and W. Groot (2013), “A critical review of the literature on 
school dropout,” Educational Research Review 10, pp. 13 – 28. 

Class 3 –  

Behrman J. R., Parker S. W., Todd P. E. (2013), “Incentives for Students and Parents”, in P. 
Glewwe (ed.), Education Policy in Developing Countries. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, pp. 137 – 192 (chapter 5). 

Galiani S., Perez-Truglia R. (2013), “School management in Developing Countries”, in P. 
Glewwe (ed.), Education Policy in Developing Countries. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, pp. 193 – 241 (chapter 6). 

(Optional reading for Class 3) –  

Duflo E., Dupas P., and Michael Kremer (2011), “Peer effects, teacher incentives, and the 
impact of tracking: evidence from a randomized evaluation in Kenya,” American Economic 
Review 101 (5), pp. 1739-1774.  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/t0fotv3zmdujwml/AAD3w0Ev2iQiZ6EN83hs0fzZa?dl=0
https://ourworldindata.org/

