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A merger is said to be horizontal when involves firms operating in the same industry. Horizontal
mergers are one of the main tools adopted by firms to increase their competitiveness. After
an initial review of the seminal contributions discussing the forces leading firms to engage in a
horizontal merger, the focus will be on cutting hedge research on the role of Competition Policy
in evaluating their social impact.

The course is designed for those students who already took an undergraduate course in Indus-
trial Organization and are therefore familiar with the main models of market competition and the
game theoretical solution concepts under static and dynamic interaction.1 The course prepares
the student who wishes to pursue academic research on the topic.
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