
Poverty and inequality in the long run: theory, measurement and history. 
 
18 hours, three credits 
 
This course is an introduction to the study of distributional issues in history and today.  
  
History offers a vast catalogue of experience from which to learn: radical technological 
changes, wars, internationalisation and autarchy, economic miracles and development 
disasters, and every type of policy regime. And only a historical perspective puts us in a 
position to identify the operation of long-run laws (or, conversely, the role of contingency) in 
an economy’s evolution. Equally important in understanding and interpreting the literature on 
poverty, inequality, and living standards is a sure grasp of the technical issues surrounding 
measurement. Establishing a poverty line that is comparable across very different 
circumstances is a theoretical and practical challenge, as is estimating a distribution from 
microdata (today no less than in the past). Alongside the history of inequality, therefore, the 
course includes an important component devoted to the econometric theory and practice of 
measurement. 
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